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The National Flood Insurance Program has received another temporary extension, this time 

through May 31, 2012, meaning its future will remain in question for another year. 

 

Leaders of the Independent Insurance Agents & Brokers of America (Big I), representing more 

than 300,000 insurance agents, brokers and their employees in the U.S., said in a statement they 

were “grateful” that President Barack Obama and Congress approved H.R. 2055, the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act (known as the mini-bus), which extends the NFIP. 

 

Flood coverage for up to 5.5 million property owners in high flood-risk areas would have expired 

Dec. 23, but passage came hours before the expiration. 

 

“The Big I is grateful to Congress and President Obama for making sure this latest extension 

became law,” says Charles E. Symington Jr., Big I senior vice president for government affairs.  

 

“It is important to note that our work on this important issue is far from over and the next few 

months provide ample opportunity for Congress to pass long-term extension and reform 

legislation that provides the necessary certainty for consumers.” 

 

The short extension is one of a handful, ranging from 30 days to six months, meted out by 

Congress and Obama in the last few years, frustrating insurance industry officials, who say the 

uncertainty and 11-hour maneuvering over flood insurance makes it hard on everyone. 

 

“Today’s extension, although greatly appreciated, is just a temporary patch,” said John Prible, 

Big I vice president for federal government affairs. He called on Congress and the Obama 

Administration to “pass a long-term extension with the reforms needed to put the NFIP on solid 

financial footing for the future.” 

 

Congress has a five-year extension bill on the table, but has not passed it. 

 

The NFIP has been caught, like many federal programs, in the debate over the federal deficit, 

with some Republicans suggesting an end to the program, saying private insurers will pick up the 

slack. 

 
http://ifawebnews.com/2011/12/27/obama-congress-buoy-national-flood-insurance-program-

through-may/  
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